Psychology 3196 – Human Evolutionary Psychology – Winter 2018
COURSE INFORMATION

Instructor: David R. Brodbeck, Ph.D.           

Phone:949-2301 x 4336

E-Mail: dave.brodbeck@algomau.ca
xBox Live, PSN, twitter: dbrodbeck 

Facebook: facebook.com/dbrodbeck 

Office: SH 302/506

Office Hours: TBA       

Time and Location of Lectures: Tuesdays and Thursdays, 1 pm

Website: http://www.davebrodbeck.com
Blog: http://people.auc.ca/brodbeck/blog
Twitter hashtag: #PSYC3196

TEXTBOOK

Gaulin, D. J. C. & McBurney, D. H. (2004). Evolutionary Psychology (Second Edition)

COURSE OBJECTIVES

This course is in essence a re examining of all of psychology from an evolutionary perspective.  Psychology, no matter what some people tell you, is a life science.  The life sciences are guided by a very simple, yet very powerful theory, evolution by Natural Selection.  Without Evolutionary theory there is no biology.  Psychology, as a life science , is part of biology, just as zoology, botany etc.  So we MUST understand evolution and its impact on psychology.

We will begin with a basic introduction to evolutionary theory and move on to motivation, sensation, perception, personality etc.  Indeed we will cover all of the topics that you covered in intro psych, except we will now shine the light of evolution on each of these sub areas of psychology.

EVALUATION

Tests: 

There will be two term tests in this course.  They will consist of short answer questions, and essay questions.  They will be worth 20 percent each.

Class Participation

Ask questions, participate in discussions, COME TO CLASS, and get a possible 10 easy marks.

Paper.  

Each student will write a term paper on a topic approved by the instructor.  Basically anything goes here, as long as you approach you paper from an evolutionary perspective.  The paper is due on April 3, 2018 AT THE START OF THE CLASS.  It is not due at midnight April 3, it is not due at noon, it is due at the START OF CLASS.  The paper should be no longer than 3000 words.  It MUST be in APA format.  Papers not in APA format will be assigned a mark of 0.  Lateness is unacceptable.  Late papers will be given a mark of 0.

The paper is worth 30 percent of your final grade.

Presentation

Each student will give a presentation on his or her paper topic.  The presentation should be no longer than 10 minutes.  This is a chance for you to get feedback on your ideas from other students and from the instructor about your paper.  This will allow you to write a much better paper than if you did not give a presentation.  Please use Power Point or Keynote for this presentation.  

The Presentation is worth 20 percent of your final grade.

Presentations will be marked as follows:


Material 8 points



How well do you understand what you are talking about


Presentation 8 points

Do you seem relaxed, in control, are your visual aids helpful, that sort of thing.



Questions 4 points

How well do you answer questions from your classmates and from the instructor.

Final Exam

There is no final w00t!
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ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Please consult your course calendar for details, definitions and penalties.  

PHONE/COMPUTER/TABLET POLICY


If you prefer to take notes with your laptop/tablet that is fine.  If I find you chatting or checking out youtube videos or doing anything that has nothing to do with the class you will be asked to leave (and it won’t really be a request….).


Your phone MUST be turned off in class.  This is common courtesy.  I do NOT want to hear a phone ring.  I do NOT want to have to pick up your phone and tell the person on the other end of the call that he or she is a jerk who is interrupting my class.  I am perfectly fine with you using twitter to post questions etc using the hashtag above.  Indeed I encourage it.  No texting, no talking.  


Do NOT wear headphones in class. Don’t do it.   

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Please consult your course calendar for details, definitions and penalties.  

MISSED TESTS/ASSIGNMENTS

Please contact me ASAP so we can set something up.  An acceptable excuse (e.g., illness) will likely result in a make up test. Workload is NOT an acceptable excuse (i.e., “But I have three papers due and a test next week.”  My response to this is “Welcome to University!”)

As noted in the section on the paper, the paper is due at the start of class on the due date.  It is not due later in the day, it is not due 30 min after the class starts, it is not due at midnight via email or slipped under my door.  Late papers get 0, this is non negotiable, so do not try. 

